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A defensible homestead

How to harden a fire’s target... your home!

No dwelling or structure can be perfectly protect-
ed from a wildfire. But this information can help for-
mulate a strategy to defend against what everyone
hopes will never come: an uncontrolled wildfire in
Mendonoma.

A Nonflammable Perimeter

The most important feature of a defensible home
is a well maintained perimeter that serves as a fire
break.

A critical zone extending 30 feet in all directions
should be maintained with minimal flammable ma-
terial. Remove flammable vegetation, firewood, ve-
hicles and equipment, and reposition propane tanks
if possible. This doesn’t mean people can’t have a
beautiful landscape near their homes. Fire resistant
ornamental plants can be both fire safe and aesthet-
ic. The website for Fire Safe Marin has an excellent
and comprehensive list of fire resistant vegetation:
firesafemarin.org/plants/fire-resistant.

An additional zone that extends out 100 feet or
more in all directions from the home should be main-
tained by removing brush and other dead or dying
vegetation and limbing trees up 12 feet or more.
Cal Fire and insurance companies vary somewhat
on their recommendations, but a 100-foot radius
around a structure is considered the primary zone
in which all fire prone elements should be removed
or closely maintained. Clearing beyond 100 feet, es-
pecially down slope of a home will help even more.

When a fire attempts to pass through a defensible
perimeter it will stop, or at least pause, when veg-
etative or other “fuel” is no longer present. In many
fires, an area that is cleared of manzanita, huckle-
berry, and other brush effectively removes the “fire
ladder” that can otherwise enable fire to climb up to
the treetop crowns.

The Burn Pile

During the wet winter months when the fire dan-
ger is very low people can burn cleared underbrush
and tree limbs in small open burn piles.

Air quality districts in Mendocino and Sonoma
Counties have burn and no-burn days determined
by air quality and fire danger factors. Call 707-463-
4391 in Mendocino County or 707-565-BURN (2876)
in Northern Sonoma County to find out if it’s a per-
missive burn day. For Sonoma County, register your
burn with Fire Dispatch. Both Mendocino and So-
noma Counties require a burn permit from the lo-
cal fire district office or online from your local air
quality control district: Mendocino County Air Qual-
ity Management District — www.co.mendocino.
ca.us/agmd; Northern Sonoma County Air Pollu-
tion Control District — www.nosocoair.net/per-
mits.html.

Water is Fire’s Natural Enemy

Available water and a method to deliver it to flam-
mable materials and directly to a burning fire is a
critical component to home defense. Defending with
water begins with a large quantity of stored water
that has been made available to both the homeown-
er and firefighters’ pumper trucks when they arrive.

Homes that get water from The Sea Ranch Water
District, North Gualala Water
na Water Works
or other water
companies or
districts depend
on fire hydrants
to provide wa-
ter during a fire.
Those in forest
lands outside
water company
service areas
must depend on
their own wells
and stored water
or the stored wa-
ter of neighbors.

People  who
get water from
water districts
or companies
should never use
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water to wet down decks, roof tops and surround-
ings in advance of a wildfire. During the 2017 fires
in Santa Barbara firefighters had to deal with a sud-
den decrease in water pressure because so many
people were attempting to protect their homes with
garden hoses attached to a water district’s system.

People with their own supply of water can fight
small fires themselves and, with a large quantity of
stored water (2,000 gallons or more), can supply fire-
fighters.

5,000 gallons of available stored water is a good
start to a robust water defense system. Water tanks
with 5,000-10,000 gallon and larger metal and plas-
tic water storage tanks are available from S&B Mar-
ket in Manchester, Harmony Supply in Sebastapol
and many other suppliers.

The local fire district needs to know about a wa-
ter supply to use it. Generally, each neighborhood
should have several known sources of stored water
that can be made available in the event of a single
home fire or a wildfire.

Fire district captains caution against heroics on
the part of homeowners and recommend evacuating
even before an evacuation order is given. However,
ultimately the owner of a homestead must make dif-
ficult and well informed decisions when faced with
an approaching wildfire.

When the evacuation order comes, LEAVE!

Although defending home and property is a right,
doing so is also a grave risk at best and can lead
to death at worst. The Tubbs firestorm in Santa
Rosa took the lives of 35 individuals, some of whom
decided to shelter in place. Some jumped in swim-
ming pools and managed to survive. Others did the
same and were overcome with smoke and perished.
Still others survived but suffer with the permanent
health effects of smoke inhalation. The safest advice
is always to heed the evacuation instructions of the
firefighters.

Fire Engine and Tanker Entrance and Egress

Fire fighting trucks and tankers prefer a 12 foot
wide road with adjacent trees limbed up to 12 feet.
Light bars and side view mirrors are frequently
ripped off fire vehicles as they attempt to drive into
rural homesteads with low hanging limbs.

In the event of a wildfire, incident commanders
will have to make tough decisions about which homes
they can commit to defending. Access and egress of
fire equipment is one of the major determining fac-
tors. If possible, build a loop road so that trucks will
not have to back out. If a loop road isn’t possible con-
sider building a “hammer head” road head so that
fire trucks can perform three-point turnarounds.

These are just a few of the many actions you can
take to harden your home from fire. Many other pre-
vention measures including well placed fire extin-
guishers and smoke detectors are of obvious benefit.
More complete lists of actions you can take to protect
your home from an advancing fire can be found at
these websites: fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/fire_
prevention_wildland_homeowners, firesafe
mendocino.org/ and firesafesonoma.org.

Burn in winter when fire danger is low. Photo by Chuck Henderson.

Coémo proteger el objetivo
de un incendio ... {Su hogar!

Ninguna vivienda o estructura puede estar per-
fectamente protegida de un incendio forestal. Pero
un hogar defendible, como se presenta aqui y se de-
talla en los sitios web enumerados a continuacion,
puede ayudarlo a formular su propia estrategia para
defenderse contra lo que todos esperamos que nunca
llegue: un incendio incontrolado en Mendonoma.

Un perimetro no inflamable

La caracteristica mas importante de un hogar de-
fendible es un perimetro bien mantenido que sirva
como freno de fuego para detener un incendio forest-
al que se aproxima.

Una zona critica que se extienda 30 pies en todas
las direcciones desde su hogar debe mantenerse con
un minimo de material inflamable, incluida la veg-
etacion inflamable, la lefia, los tanques de propano,
los vehiculos y equipos. Esto no significa que no pu-
eda tener un hermoso paisaje cerca de su casa. Las
plantas ornamentales resistentes al fuego pueden ser
tanto a prueba de fuego como estéticas. El sitio web
de Fire Safe Marin tiene una lista excelente y com-
pleta de vegetacion resistente al fuego firesafemarin.
org/plants/fire-resistant.

Debe mantener una zona adicional que se extien-
da 100 pies o mas en todas las direcciones de su
hogar, retirando la maleza y otras plantas muertas
o moribundas, y debe cortar las ramas de los arboles
12 pies arriba o méas. Cal Fire y las companias de
seguros varian un poco segin sus recomendaciones,
pero un radio de 100 pies alrededor de una estruc-
tura se considera la zona primaria en la que todos
los elementos propensos al fuego deben ser elimina-
dos y / 0 mantenidos. Limpiar mas alla de 100 pies,
especialmente la pendiente descendente de un hogar
ayudara atn mas.

Cuando un fuego intenta atravesar un perimetro
defendible se detendr4, o al menos demorara en ex-
tenderse, cuando el los arbustos “combustibles” u
otros tipos de combustibles no estén presentes. En
muchos incendios, un area que esta libre de manzani-
ta, arandanos y otros matorrales elimina de manera
efectiva la “escalera de incendios” que de otro modo
podria permitir que el fuego trepe hasta las copas de
los arboles.

La quema de rastrojos (burn pile)

Durante los meses himedos de invierno, cuando
el peligro de incendio es muy bajo, puede quemar la
maleza despejada y las ramas de los arboles que ha
eliminado en pequenas pilas abiertas. En los meses
de invierno, se debe tener cuidado de todos modos
para evitar que las pilas de rastrojos enciendan los
matorrales cercanos u otros productos inflamables.

Los distritos de calidad del aire en los condados de
Mendocino y Sonoma tienen dias de quemas y dias
en los que no se permite quemar. Estos dias son de-
terminados por la calidad del aire y por los factores
de peligro de incendio. Familiaricese con los detalles
de como quemar matas y cortes de manera segura,
visitando los sitios web a continuacion. Antes de
quemar, llame a los nimeros a continuacién para de-
terminar si es un dia de quema permitido y registre
su quema con el despacho de incendios del Condado
de Sonoma. También debera adquirir un permiso de
quema en la oficina local del distrito de bomberos o
en linea en su distrito local de control de calidad del
aire.

Mendocino County Air Quality Management Dis-
trict: www.co.mendocino.ca.us/aqmd, 707-463-4391;
Distrito de Control de Contaminaciéon del Aire del
Condado de Sonoma del Norte: www.nosocoair.net/
permits.html, 707-565-BURN (2867).

Agua: El enemigo natural del fuego

El agua disponible y un método para hacer llegar
el agua a materiales inflamables y directamente a
un fuego ardiente es un componente critico para la
defensa del hogar. La defensa con agua comienza
con una gran c antidad de agua almacenada que se
ha puesto a disposicién tanto del propietario de la
vivienda como de los camiones de bomberos cuando
llegan.

Las casas que obtienen agua del Distrito de Agua
de Sea Ranch o Empresa de Agua del Norte de Guala-

Mira Su hogar...
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